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THE FANTASTIC AND EXISTENTIAL IN FANUS NEAGU’S WORK
Abstract

The literary creation of the writer Fanus Neagu is unmistakable in the Romanian literary
space and represents, so far, an enigma. The complexity of human nature and of the plain’s
world found reflection in his literary activity. The writer managed to impress through the strange
characters, the impeccable description of the topos, the narrative discourse tackled, the thematic
diversity. Starting from this premise, any attempt to interpret the work and activity of the famous
writer unilaterally is doomed to failure.

The doctoral research The Fantastic and Existential in Fanus Neagu’s Work followed the
specificity of the literary prose of Fanus Neagu and highlighted the distinctive elements that
underline the existence of the fantastic and the existential in the work of the great prose writer.

The keywords of the present work are: Fanus Neagu, fantastic, existential, creation/
biological generation, socialist realism, metamorphosis, short stories, exegesis, style, dream,
transformation, myth, topos, style, space of creation and others. The subject is a vast one,
discussing the fictional works of Fanus Neagu, the research approach being structured,
respecting a rigorously established plan that brings together five chapters, each chapter being
organized into sub-chapters. The conclusions are followed by the selective bibliography of the
consulted works, both prose volumes and anthologies belonging to Fanus Neagu, as well as
critical references.

The first chapter of the work, The Post-War Romanian Prose. General Presentation:
Stages, Directions, Representatives of the Period, provides an overview of the concept of literary
generation, talks about the assertion of a new generation of writers, the 1960s generation, a
generation that has succeeded in overcoming the dogmatism of socialist realism and reviving
aesthetics in Romanian literature. They follow the general directions, the features of the short
prose of the post-war writers. It is mentioned that Fanus Neagu belongs to the writers of the
1960s generation, in this sense it is tried to regard the writer in the context of this generation.

Chapter Two - A Brief Overview of the Directions in the Post-War Fantasy Evolution -
presents some theoretical perspectives on the definition, structure, function, themes of the
fantastic. The chapter also includes a brief overview of the work of writers in the 1960s with the
purpose of identifying fantastic elements, establishing the genre’s specificity and setting in a

certain direction of evolution of the fantastic Romanian native.



The third chapter - Fanus Neagu - Short Prose. Defining Elements, Specificity, Aspects -
reveals the particularities of the short creations of the processor, which by simple means suggest
very complex existential experiences.

Chapter 1V, The Role of Biographical-Existential Elements in the Creation of Literary
Works. People and Places, proves that since the first literary texts appeared, the writer Fanus
Neagu conceived his fictional world taking inspiration from the Brazilian space, which marked
him for his entire life and influenced his life trajectory that followed afterwards.

Chapter V, Fantastic and Existential Elements in Fanus Neagu’s Prose. Creation Space,
represents, an analysis of the literary work to highlight the diversity of the creations formulas of
the prose writer. The coexistence of the fantastic and existential elements in Fanus Neagu’s prose
is a challenge for the research of the creative act.

The conclusions illustrate the novelty elements that this paper brings, as well as the
countless possibilities of approaching the fantastic and the existential in Fanus Neagu’s work.

The bibliographic resources cannot be exhausted, as Fanus Neagu’s work has attracted,
through the thematic and stylistic register, through the imposing number of literary creations, an
impressive evolution from one volume to another, from one anthology to another, giving the

possibility to various analytical perspectives and interpretation.
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