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SUMMARY

The study of the communist regime is a vast and complex undertaking, which involves the
analysis from a historical, political, economic, social and cultural perspective of the period in which
the socialist ideology was put into practice. In the current Romanian society, the economic
aspects of the communist regime are still the subject of intense disputes and debates, and the
way people understand the context is marked by different opinions, despite the assumption, at
the highest level of a "Final Report on the Analysis of the Communist Dictatorship in Romania?,
on the basis of which the communist regime in Romania was officially condemned as an
illegitimate and criminal regime. The time that has passed since the destructuring of this
totalitarian regime sometimes seems not to have been enough to completely remove the
symptoms of residual communism, therefore the historiographic approach must continue to bring
to light new data and case studies. The research sites are still rich in primary sources of history,
including oral history sources, which make the historiographers of Romanian communism to be
placed in a vital hermeneutic space for the education of the young generation, in a transition zone
from the past to the future. This research approach becomes even more important in the context
in which the Ministry of Education is preparing the assumption of a new study subject in the
Education Framework Plan, which will be called the History of Communism.

In addition to general data collected from available national or local archival funds,
research on communism must also include the individual experiences of those who lived under
the communist regime, knowing and understanding how people ascribed meaning to life in the
era. The impact of communism on smaller local communities, such as the one in RAmnicu Sarat,
was major, and from a transgenerational perspective, it must be explained how this historical
experience influenced certain contemporary mentalities and values. Neglecting the study of
particular cases of economic development through communist industrialization policies may bring
the risk of leaving possible anchors for the development of new authoritarian and extremist
political-social currents in the future, based on the same ideological foundation. In the context
where most of the industrial platforms created by the communists have collapsed, it is important
to explain to the local communities what it meant to experience an unsustainable, artificial
economic development, and what were the long-term costs for the population of such an
intervention .

1 The Presidential Commission for the Analysis of the Communist Dictatorship in Romania, Final Report, 2006,
https://web.archive.org/web/20080408193207/http://www.presidency.ro/static/ordine/RAPORT_FINAL_CPADCR.p
df, accessed on 19.08.2023;”



Shortly after the revolutionary events of 1989, the interpretation of the economic
experience of socialist development in our country meant a fierce struggle between the exponents
of the old system, who continued to be part of the new political power playing other roles and
wearing other masks, and the other side, the Romanians who wanted to live in an open society,
based on truly democratic principles. Romania is developing today in a logic of the market
economy, with a pluralistic political system, in which, however, democracy and freedom can still
be weakened very easily, and globalization can be perceived as a danger to the general well-
being and social cohesion .

The two components that we propose for analysis, industrialization and urbanization
during the communist period, are subjects in full historiographical research. The researcher's
mission is to understand and explain the mechanisms of forced economic development before
1989, started by suppressing civil and political rights, mechanisms that generated economic
inefficiency and poverty. The historiographical researches on the topic of the communist economy
until now have either focused on a generalizing approach, focusing on large industrial and urban
centers in the country, or have focused on Romania's external economic relations. There are few
studies that have highlighted the impact of industrialization on small communities, such as the
one in Ramnicu Sarat, former city-residence for one of the largest counties in the interwar period,
Slam Ramnic county. The intensive economic development of smaller local communities, where
development has also generated extensive processes of systematization and urbanization,
represents a generous research area not only for historians, but also for architects and urban
planners, who focus their studies on understanding the connection between the Romaninan urban
landscape in communist society and ideology.

Our research took into account the three perspectives of analysis existing in Romanian
society regarding the communist development model, outlined after the Revolution of December
19892, The first direction of analysis accuses the "heavy legacy" left by the former regime. The
representatives of this current were even the exponents of the post-December power, the criticism
being directed mainly towards the negative role played by Nicolae Ceausescu personally, with an
emphasis on the mistakes of the 80s, and less on those of the communist system, as a whole.
lllustrative for this category of opinion is the message sent immediately after the assumption of
power by lon lliescu, on the 7th of January 1990, in which he stated that "the legacy left by the
Ceausescu regime, the chaotic, irrational development of the economy, the waste of large
amounts of the national wealth in costly and ineffective investments, the serious mismatches
between different branches of the industry and of the economy as a whole, constitute sources of
great difficulties and objective premises for long-term instability"3.

A second category of exegesis that | have taken into account is represented by the group
of lon lliescu's opponents, who they directly accuse of neo-communism and of trying to continue
the socialist policy camouflaged in the clothes of democracy. The post-December power is
accused of bad management of the economic situation. Most often, the representatives of this

2 Bogdan Murgescu, Romania and Europe. The accumulation of economic gaps (1500-2010), Polirom Publishing
House, 2010, p. 325;

3 lon lliescu, message January 7, 1990, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0D3sZm4PdgA, minute 5':50", accessed
20. 08. 2023;



category appeal to the history of political repressions from the early years of the communist
regime in Romania, when fear and control were established, phenomena that had a negative
impact on work and education.

The third area of analysis of the economic and social evolution from the socialist period is
represented by the Romanians who admit that there were dysfunctionalities in the communist
economy, but consider that the balance is a positive one, especially in relation to the economic
decline that followed in postcommunism. If in the first two categories of analysis there is a
somewhat small number of Romanians, especially intellectuals, politicians, representatives of civil
society and people active in public life, in the third current of opinion quite a lot of fellow citizens
are found. There are those from the generation of workers on the industrial platforms developed
by the regime, people who in the new democratic regime faced the transition process from a
centralized economy to a capitalist market economy, Romanians who sometimes had a harder
time adapting to the new post-December realities, and that is why they are the nostalgics of the
socialist era.

The exposure strategy and the interpretation of the general and particular data that we
had in mind was balanced and responded to the need to highlight real and relevant aspects for
national and local history, with due care not to overshadow the research by our local patriotism. |
have experienced the situation where simple details became very strong arguments at a given
moment. There have been situations in the written sources where we have obtained more
important information from the notes made with a pen on the edge of a document, by the one who
read and interpreted the document in order to apply it, than the official content of the document.
Of course, this aspect is somewhat common in historical archive research. As for the press of the
time, it abounds with data from official sources, which served propaganda and which | tried to
analyze comparatively, critically, and to the extent that | had no element of comparison, | assumed
them idividually, taking into account the fact that they are provided in the manipulative spirit
specific to the regime. Regarding the use of specific oral history tools, the big challenge for the
researcher was at the interpretive level. The fluidity of memory, the individual representation of
society and the way the topic of discussion is perceived in the local community, were just a few
factors that had an influence on the data provided by the subjects.

As time passes and the intergenerational conflicts in society fade, the interest in studying
the economic realities of the communist period will increasingly remain the task of specialists, and
the fundamental conclusions based on scientific criteria will be assumed at the social level. On
the one hand, the analysis of the economy of the communist regime must not remain at a social
perspective with only the criterion of personal prosperity as an indicator, but must aim systemic
aspects and social and economic sustainability, with corresponding public policies. In this sense,
collecting as much data as possible and analyzing as many particular cases as possible is an
effort that must be continued in contemporary historiography. On the other hand, a general
evaluation of Romania's economic development during the communist regime must not lose sight
of the relation of Romanian realities to the European realities of the period. In 1989, the level of



economic development of our country in the European context was one of the lowest in Europe,
placing us not only after developed capitalist countries, but also after most socialist states®.

The communist period marked the entire Romanian society in many ways, with different
impact depending on the place, period and circumstances, practicing the suppression of individual
freedoms, using censorship, but also propaganda. From the point of view of state control over the
economy, after the collectivization of agriculture and the nationalization of private and industrial
property, the communist regime imposed centralized control over the economy, envisioning strict
economic planning, with redistribution of resources to priority sectors and state control over prices
and production, according to the Soviet model. The development of such a mechanism led to
changes in the urban social structure. The propaganda motivation of the political regime was the
desire to eliminate social inequities, to create an egalitarian society by redistributing property and
resources, but this led to the creation of new forms of inequitie, to shortages in the provision of
goods and services for the population. Also, a phenomenon of forced intensive urbanization was
generated, at the expense of rural areas. There have been massive movements of population to
cities and significant transformations in people's way of life.

Chronologically, the research is anchored in the trying time of recovery after the Second
World War and continues until the collapse of the communist regime. Obviously, for a better
understanding of things, | made a synthetic presentation of the economic and urban realities of
Ramnicu Sarat before 1944. The direct research of documentary sources and specialized
literature revealed the fact that the year 1967 marks a turning point in the history of the city of
Ra&mnicu Sarat. If until then we were witnessing activities to modernize and improve the economic
and urban situation based on the interwar realities, Nicolae Ceausescu's visit to R&@mnicu Sarat
in 1967 meant making the decision for the city to become a larger industrial center, by establishing
three factories with unique activity profile, the Factory of Brake Linings and Sealing, the Cast Iron
Parts Foundry for Machinery - Tools and the Company of Assembling Parts for the
electrotechnical industry. These were in addition to three other existing production units from the
interwar period. It was the trigger moment for the rapid development of other economic branches
that were supposed to support the social life of the workers on the Ramnicu Sarat industrial
platform, from the 70s-80s of the last century.

The interest in studying the economic and urban evolution of the Ramnicu Sarat
municipality during the communist period is given by the fact that in the works published so far on
the history of the town or the area there are no details regarding this period. Although there are
some historiographical concerns at the local level, they are written more in a literary style, by non-
specialists, repeating the same data. Sometimes, through a writerly artifice, it seems that details
and analyzes related to the communist period of local history are avoided. Other times, local
authors limit themselves to printing a few archival documents, without critical analysis and placing
them in historical context. In this context, it seems that in the current stage of political, economic,
administrative, social and cultural development of the Ramnicu Sarat community, the effect of
communist policies is still present.

4 Bogdan Murgescu, Romania and Europe. The accumulation of economic gaps (1500-2010), Polirom Publishing
House, 2010, p. 328;



We believe that our research approach is necessary to understand that the image of the
city today is the result of a process of historical evolution. Our research demonstrates that during
the communist period the impact of industrial development was so great that the city almost
rectified itself economically, urbanistically and demographically. Unfortunately, in R&mnicu Sarat,
the vision of communist development did not represent a sustainable investment, and in the
medium and long term it created moments of economic and social crisis, which affected the life
of every worker, after the Revolution. From the multitude of existing economic units on the
industrial platform, there are currently only two enterprises, with a very limited activity compared
to the projected potential. Built with the enthusiasm that characterized that time, the Brake and
Sealing Gasket Company is today called S.C. Fermit S.A. Ramnicu Sarat and barely managed to
withstand the transition period. After massive personnel and capital restructuring, the company
found the solution to adapt to the competitive market benefiting from new investments and re-
technology by accessing projects with European funds, and currently the company is accepted in
the Community Register of Trademarks. Apart from this industrial unit, in R&mnicu Sarat it still
carries out production activities today, with almost 60 employees, S.C. Elars S.A. Ramnicu Sarat,
the heiress of the Enterprise of Assembling Parts for the Electrotechnical Industry. The most
relevant aspect of the company's current activity is the management of heritage, land, buildings
and old equipment, with an estimated value of approximately 4 million euros. Symbolically, the
total number of 170 existing employees in the year 2023 on the old industrial platform in Ramnicu
Sarat, compared to the number of 18,800 existing workers on the same platform in 1989,
represents the bankrupt communist vision of economic development in the medium and long term.

Documentary sources play a crucial role in substantiating and supporting the arguments
and conclusions in the present research. We used primary sources, consisting of official
documents created during the studied period, correspondence, pictures, etc., as well as
secondary sources, consisting of research by historians who analyze the economic and urban
development at the general and local level, books, scientific articles and other types of academic
publications. These sources were useful to gain a broader perspective on the topic and to assess
how other researchers have approached the issue at a general level. | had access to the National
Archives - Buzau County Service, but also to the archive of the Ramnicu Sarat City Hall, the
archive located at the headquarters of some former enterprises or documents kept in private
collections. During the interviews, | had access to primary sources of history, located in the
personal collection of some former employees of the factories, or their families. At Buzau County
Library and the "Corneliu Coposu" Municipal Library in Ramnicu Sarat, | had access to certain
statistical studies and to the volumes of the Statistical Yearbook of the Socialist Republic of
Romania published in the years included in the reference period. We had the opportunity to take
interviews and oral testimonies from people directly involved in the decision-making act or in the
production process, from simple workers in industrial units, to decision-makers, or representatives
of the local administration of that period. | considered that precisely this personal and subjective
dimension can bring originality to my study. Periodic publications, newspapers and magazines of
the era were also of interest for the research, beyond the specific propagandistic elements,
sometimes providing important details from the economic development activity, but also
particularly valuable images for urban development. Online resources were also useful for
research, sometimes providing access to primary and secondary sources, especially after the
pandemic period, when many prominent institutions digitized their collections.



The thesis comprises six chapters. In the first chapter, | tried to present the economic
context in which Romania as a country and, in particular, the county capital, R&mnicu Sarat, was
in the interwar period.

In the second chapter | presented the concept of planned economy introduced since the
1950s. | also referred to the need to better understand some ideological aspects regarding the
approach ,man as the main force of production”, the worker - stakhanovite, whose purpose is not
only to meet the production plan but to exceed it, but starting from the five-year plans thought out
at the level of the entire country, | tried to define the role drawn for the city of R&mnicu Sarat within
the national economy.

Focusing our research on industrialization as a strategy for development, urbanization and
the social transformations involved in these broad processes of the communist regime, we
considered the five-year plans that helped us highlight the party-state solutions for building the
socialist "new world" , even in disadvantaged areas. As the researcher Alexandru D. Aioanei also
points out, industrialization was a phenomenon that "was charged with a much wider meaning
and did not represent only the encouragement of a specific economic sector. In its economic
dimension, industrialization meant, first of all, the shift of emphasis from agricultural production to
technological production. For the P.M.R. leaders, however, industrialization was, at the same
time, a lever for building the new state and, implicitly, the new society.".

In the third chapter, | present the most important existing industrial units on the Ramnicu
Sarat industrial platform, which actually formed the backbone of the region's economy for several
decades. Using the archives of the respective economic units and oral history interviews, | sought
to highlight the importance and value of these enterprises within the Romanian economy.

In the fourth chapter, | analyzed the phenomenon of urban development generated by
local economic activity, from what represented a general characteristic of systematization at the
national level, to concrete local aspects, which still affect the daily life of residents of Ramnicu
Sarat municipality. In the historical evolution of the urban tissue (Appendix 2), from the first
commercial center developed around the Brancoveanu foundation in the heart of the city until
2013, the year of the completion of the last General Urban Plan, the urban development leap from
1968-1989 remains unique in its scale and intensity in the history of RAmnicu Sarat.

Chapter five deals with oral history elements intended to highlight the current perspective
of former workers on individual destiny and local history. The period covered is concerned in
particular with the second part of the communist era, in which the interviewees were able to
express themselves fully. | was very fortunate that the city's last mayor from before 1989, business
executives, union leaders and engineers on the industrial platform are still alive and available to
answer the questions | asked them.

The work is accompanied by an extensive bibliography in which archival sources, mostly
unpublished, predominate. Also, the work contains a series of appendices that include
documents, photos, but also summary sheets of the conducted interviews.

5 Alexandru D. Aioanei, Moldova on the coordinates of the planned economy. Industrialization, urbanization, social
engineers (1944-1965), Cetatea de Scaun, 2019, pp. 21-22;



In a city that the communists called, before they came to power, "the city where nothing
happened", the effervescence of socialist development left as a legacy the large number of
townspeople, former workers, and a lot of blocks of flats. An important part of today's residents
come from those who migrated from the neighboring rural areas, which belonged to the former
Slam-Réamnic county, in the times when the city was prophesied to become an industrial center.
Although moving from the village to the city, from a house to an apartment, meant a radical
change, the new townspeople adapted to the new reality much more easily than the old
townspeople, especially those whose properties were confiscated, who lived throughout the
communist period the drama of being considered citizens with "unhealthy origins". As a
reminiscence of their agrarian vocation, one of the frequent habits of the people in Ramnicu Sarat
with rural origins, who lived in the apartments on the ground floor of the block, was planting a
small vegetable garden on the green space in the condominium, or, later, the construction of
garages or small warehouses.

During the years of communism, the people in Ramnicu Sarat contributed to the
construction of a new city, which they enlivened accordingly, to which they still feel very attached
today and which they felt belonged to them. Today, it is difficult to reactivate the spirit of local
patriotism in the younger generations, many of the children and grandchildren of former workers
choosing to live in other urban centers. Therefore, the present approach to the development of
the city of Ramnicu Sarat, during the communist period, offers openings for future researches of
local history. The problem of systematization, urbanization and industrialization, both at the
national and local level, represented an extensive phenomenon, developed over more than 20
years, and requires detailed research in order to obtain a panoramic image designed to reveal
the real impact, until present, of the socialist vision on the transformation of small towns into
industrial centers.

More than three decades after the fall of the dictatorial regime represented by Nicolae
Ceausescu, the concern for the objective reception of the communist period in Romania remains
a research priority. In the context in which pre-university education is discussing the imminent
introduction of a new compulsory subject, called The History of Communism, the access of the
young generation to documentary sources of national and local history must represent the
essential step for the development of social and civic skills. Academic research is intended to
contribute to the understanding of the long-term evolution of social and economic structures, to
encourage open debate on the past and to provide sound scientific arguments for the correct
understanding of the reality of any era, within the limits of existing documentary sources. In
general, for the study of recent history there are enough risks of approach, these being caused
by possible contradictory narratives or ideological interests, an aspect that is even more obvious
when it comes to studying the history of Romanian communism. Even if time will settle the
reception of the communist period, dispelling any doubt about the fact that the communist regime
in Romania was illegitimate and criminal®, the historiographical effort must be continuously
supported. The search for truth must always be in the researcher's mind.

® Final report of the Presidential Commission for the Analysis of the Communist Dictatorship in Romania, Bucharest,
2006, p. 403;



Romania's communist past must not divide today's society and polarize different social or
political groups. The distortion of the recent historical past in order to gain public support is as
reprehensible as the communist regime itself. If from an official point of view, the Romanian
Parliament condemns the communist dictatorship, by approving the Report on the condemnation
of the communist dictatorship in Romania, from a social point of view we still need to be engaged
in the process of reconciliation with the past, to facilitate the understanding of the complexity of
the socialist ideology, the phenomena and the events it generated in the short, medium and long
term. A superficial look as well as the underestimation of the impact that communism had on the
Romanian society can generate consequences for the understanding and prevention of such
abuse in the future. Research and documentation imply the continuous work of every historian of
Romanian communism, and the possibility of using tools specific to oral history brings the
advantage of investigating particular cases. We felt it was important to investigate the reception
of events that directly affected people, then and now. The effects of communist politics on the
individual and the local community are best seen through personal stories and individual
experiences. Analyzing the personal fate of former workers from Ramnicu Sarat and other
community members gave us a more detailed and human perspective on the impact of communist
policies.

The argument of economic development, of the stability and predictability of social life for
every worker is one of the strongest and most frequently invoked arguments, in particular, which
people from Ramnicu Sarat that are in the category of golden age nostalgics present as opposed
to the unpredictability and dynamism of life in present democracy. This type of assessment is
characteristic to medium and small cities, where industrialization meant the incorporation of an
important human resource into urban social life. The inhabitants of the countryside, who had been
deprived a generation ago of the economic means specific to agricultural work through
collectivization, were called by the regime to a new life, a better life, acquiring a higher status, that
of a factory worker, having a monthly salary and living in the block of flats. The migration from the
village to the city meant an important leap from the point of view of the quality of life, leap which
the Romanians probably could not have done too soon under the conditions of normal economic
development.

We believe that the present paper comes to fill a gap in local history, analyzing the history
of the communist regime in an old trade fair and old county seat, by highlighting the impact that
social and economic transformations had on the city of RAmnicu Sarat. The topic addressed is a
topical one because while some people can see the economic benefits and infrastructure
investments, others can remember the difficulties and living conditions under the communist
regime. In the complex process of assessing this period at the local level, our detailed research
provides an informed and scientifically validated perspective.
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7. Ramnicu Sarat Municipal Museum, history section, historical-documentary goods fund, no. inv.
438;

8. Calendar 1957, Polygraphic Unit R&mnicu Sarat, Cd. 1370, in the collection of the R&mnicu
Sarat Municipal Museum, without inventory number;

9. Archives of the Municipal Museum "Octavian Mosescu" Ramnicu Sarat, History section,
Historical-documentary goods fund, no. inv. 746;

10. ANR-SJB, fund People's Council of Ramnicu Sarat District, file no. 57/1958;

11. ANR-SJB, Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory fund, file no. 13/1952;

12. ANR-SJB, Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory fund, file no. 8/1951;

13. The National Archives of Romania, CC fund of PCR, Economic Section, File no. 7/1950;
14. ANR-SJB, fund Agency B.N.R. Ramnicu Sarat, file no. 6/1948;

15. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 8/1947;

16. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 5/1946;

17. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 67/1945;

18. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 2/1944;

19. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 12/1944;



20. ANR-SJB, Ramnicu Sarat Chamber of Labor fund, file no. 19/1944;
21. ANR-SJB, Ramnicu Sarat Chamber of Labor fund, file no. 24/1944;
22. ANR-SJB, Ramnicu Sarat Chamber of Labor fund, file no. 21/1944;
23. ANR-SJB, Ramnicu Sarat Chamber of Labor fund, file no. 20/1944;
24. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 44/1944;
25. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 54/1944;
26. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 154/1944;
27. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 156/1944;
28. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 1/1939, I;
29. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 156/1939;
30. ANR-SJB, Ramnicu Sarat Town Hall fund, file no. 6/1939

31. ANR-SJB, fund Financial Administration of RAmnicu Sarat County, file 294/1937;
32. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 15/1937;
33. ANR-SJB, Ramnicu Sarat City Hall fund, file no. 11/1937;

34. ANR-SJB, Ramnicu Sarat City Hall fund, file no. 7/1937;

35. National Archives of Romania - Buzau County Service (hereinafter ANR-SJB), Ramnicu
Sarat City Hall fund, file no. 9/1936;

36. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 58/1935;

37. ANR-SJB, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of RAmnicu Sarat county, file 10 /B/1935;
38. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 4/1934;

39. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 18/1933;

40. ANR-SJB, Asociatia Pensionarilor Ramnicu Sarat fund, file no. 1/1932;

41. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 1/1930

ANR-SJB, Caemera of Commerce and Industry fund of RAmnicu Sarat county, file 6 /B/1928;
42. ANR-SJB, fund Ramnicu Sarat County Prefecture, file no. 61/1924;

43. ANR-SJB, Ramnicu Sarat City Hall fund, file no. 2/1919

44. ANR-SJB, Ramnicu Sarat Town Hall fund, file no. 152/1919;

45. ANR-SJB, fund Chamber of Commerce and Industry of RAmnicu Sarat County, file no. 67/A;

6. Graduation certificate No. 31/ 26.06.1970, personal archive of Mrs. Alexandrina Popescu,
wife of engineer Constantin Popescu;



47. Diploma, General Union of Trade Unions in Romania — Central Council, Leading title,
second place, July 1989; the personal archive of Mr. Eng. Oprescu V. Corneliu, consulted by the
author;

48. Patent - "50th anniversary of the Romanian Communist Party" medal, personal archive of
Mrs. Alexandrina Popescu, wife of the engineer Constantin Popescu, consulted by the author;

49. Patent - Medal "25 years since the proclamation of the Republic", personal archive of Mrs.
Alexandrina Popescu, wife of the engineer Constantin Popescu, consulted by the author;

50. Labor Medal, 1972, personal archive of Mrs. Alexandrina Popescu, wife of the engineer
Constantin Popescu, consulted by the author;

51. Patent - Medal "30 years since the liberation of Romania from fascist domination", personal
archive of Mrs. Alexandrina Popescu, wife of the engineer Constantin Popescu, consulted by
the author;

52. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 4/ 11 Oct. 1939, C.A.M, to the
Personnel Service, Correspondence Register, file without inventory number;

53. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 107 845/August 24, 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania, Personnel Service, to Mr.
Engineer lon Giurea, Subdirector cl. ll, Sf. Gheorghe tobacco factory;

54. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 153902/December 12, 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania, Personal Service;

55. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 135205/ November 1, 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania, Serv. Staff and Administration,
to the director of the Ra&mnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory, I. Giurea;

56. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 123944/5 October 1939, of the
General Directorate of the Autonomous House of Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania;

57. R&mnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 51/24 November 1939, of the director
of the Ramnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory, to the General Directorate of the Autonomous House of
Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania;

58. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 19, of October 31, 1939, of the
director of the Ramnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory, to the General Director of the C.A.M.,
Bucharest;

59. Archive of the Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory, Annex to Address no. 46, dated November
22, 1939 of the Ramnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory, to the C.A.M. Construction and Installations
Service. Bucharest;

60. R&mnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 135034/1 November 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania, to Manufactura Ramnicu Sarat;

61. Archives of the Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory, Service Order No. 1, from November 26,
1939, of the director of the R&mnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory, Engineer ss/ I. Giurea,;



62. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 85/6 December 1939, of the deputy
of the Ramnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory, to the 5th Focsani Pioneers Regiment;

63. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 48947/December 22, 1939, of the 5th
Focsani Pioneers Regiment, to C.A.M. - R&mnicu Sérat tobacco factory;

64. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 189, of December 22, 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies, Securities-Guarantees Section, to the Ramnicu Sarat
tobacco factory;

65. Archive of the Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory, Subscription declaration Vouchers for
endowment of the army, without number, RAmnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory;

66. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 120 871/September 29, 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania;

67. Ra&mnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 120 871/September 29, 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania;

68. Archive of the Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory, Copy from the Address of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Domains - Serv. Agricultural Education no. 7740, from 24 Oct. 1939;

69. Archive of the Ra&mnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory, Minutes of delivery-receipt, concluded on
November 6, 1939, between the director of the Ramnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory, lon Giurea and
the director of the R&mnicu Sarat Agricultural School, agronomist engineer Dumitru G.
Constantinescu;

70. R&mnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 130 034/18 October 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania, Industrial Exploitation
Directorate, Construction and Installation Service;

71. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 32, of October 22, 1939, Anonymous
Companies for the Moldavian Timber Association, to C.A.M. Tobacco factory;

72. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 113, dated October 20, 1939, of the
A. Nechita Technical Office, to the Ramnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory;

73. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 114/28 December 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies to the Bucharest Agricultural Technical Directorate,
Correspondence Register, file without inventory number;

74. Archives of the Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory, Memoir of the director of the Raw Tobacco
Warehouse Ramnicu Sarat, Eng. loan C. Florea, addressed to the Director General of C.A.M,
registered with no. 627/4 August 1939, at the Autonomous House of Monopolies;

75. R&mnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 137382/6 November 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies, to the Ramnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory;

76. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 119325 of September 26, 1939, of
the Payroll Service of the C.A.M. Bucharest, to the R&mnicu Sarat tobacco factory;



77. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 156290/December 16, 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies, Personal Service, to Ramnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory,
Correspondence Register, file without inventory number;

78. Archive of the Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory, Copy from the address of the Inspectorate
Gl. Financial no. 757/1939, day no. at Serv. The staff at No. 18784/1939;

79. Ra&mnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 158011/December 20, 1939 of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania, Commercial Directorate, to the
director of the Ramnicu Sarat Tobacco Factory;

80. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 143886/18 November 1939 of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania, Serv. Staff and Administration,
to the Ramnicu Sarat Manufactura;

81. Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory Archive, Address no. 127205/October 12, 1939, of the
Autonomous House of Monopolies of the Kingdom of Romania, Serv. Staff and Administration,
to the Ramnicu Sarat Manufactura;

82. Archive of the Ra&mnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory, Technical report of the project for the
adaptation of R&mnicu Sarat tobacco manufactures and Tg. Juu to today's situation, 1941,
Technical Directorate File - R. Sarat Tobacco Manufacturing Organization Project, no inventory
number;

1.2 Collections of documents
1. Istoria Romanilor, vol. X, Enciclopedic Publishing House, Bucharest, 2013;

Nicolescu Valeriu, A corner of the Romanian Country. Slam Ramnic County, vol. lll, Editgraf,
Buzau, 2010;

2. The Almanac of Ramnicului Sarat, reedited, Rafet Publishing House, R&mnicu Sarat, 2008;

3. Final report of the Presidential Commission for the Analysis of the Communist Dictatorship in
Romania, Bucharest, 2006;

4. Almanac of Ramnicului Sarat, 1933;
5. Statistical Yearbook of Romania, 1990;

6. The town of R&mnicu Sarat from one legislature to another, Brochure edited by the R&mnicu
Sarat Town Council of the Front of Democracy and Socialist Unity, February 1987;

7. The town of R&mnicu Sarat from one legislature to another, Brochure edited by the Ramnicu
Sarat Town Council of the Front of Democracy and Socialist Unity, February 1985;

8. lanovici V. and Popescu M., The general concept regarding industrialization, urbanization and
environmental protection in Romania, International Conference, 7th edition, Bucharest, June-
July 1977;

9. Central Directorate of Statistics, Calculations from the Socialist Republic of Romania,
Bucharest, 1982;



10 Central Directorate of Statistics, Statistical Yearbook of the Socialist Republic of Romania -
1968, Bucharest, 1968;

11. Central Directorate of Statistics, Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of P. R. 1962,
Bucharest, 1962;

***The statistical yearbook of the R.P.R. 1957, Central Directorate of Statistics, Bucharest,
Scientific Publishing House, 1957;

12. Official Gazette, January-June 1979, Part 1;
13. Official Bulletin of the Socialist Republic of Romania, Year XV. no. 4 Part |, January 9, 1979;

14. Official Bulletin of the Socialist Republic of Romania, Year XIll, no. 1, Part |, January 3,
1977;

15. Official Bulletin of the Socialist Republic of Romania, July-December 1977, Part 1, Year XIII,
no. 57;

16. Official Bulletin of the Socialist Republic of Romania, Year XII, no. 71, Part |, July 17, 1976;
17. Official Bulletin of the Socialist Republic of Romania, Year XI, no. 2, Part Il, March 19, 1975;

18. The assemblies for the nomination of candidates of the Socialist Unity Front in the elections
of deputies for the Grand National Assembly and popular councils, Scanteia, Year XLIV, no.
10097, February 7, 1975;

Cristescu Maria, Labor Code Project, multilateral protection of employed mothers, Year XXV, no.
7685, August 1, 1972;

19. Speech of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, Architecture, Bucharest, year XIX, 1971, no.
2(129);

20. Communication regarding the fulfillment of the economic-social development plan of the
Socialist Republic of Romania in the period 1966-1970, Political Publishing House, Bucharest,
1971,

21. The urbanization process in Romania, Brasov area, Political Publishing House, Bucharest,
1970;

22. Economic development of Romania 1944 — 1964, Academy Publishing House, Bucharest,
1964;

23. The presentation made by comrade Gh. Gheorghiu-Dej at the plan meeting of the C.C. of
P.M.R. from November 26-28, 1958, Before, Organ of the Regional Committee of the P.M.R and
the Craiova People's Council, Year XIV, No. 4290, December 3, 1958;

24. R.P.R. Architecture, Organ of the Union of Architects from the R.P.R. and of the State
Committee for Architecture and Construction of the Council of Ministers, No. 1/1954;

Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej, Political Report of the Central Committee to the National Conference
of the Romanian Communist Party, October 1945, in Articles and Speeches, Third Edition,
Political Literature Publishing House, 1952;



25. Official Gazette of Romania, no. 44 of February 22, 1949;
26. Official Gazette of the SSR, no. 187 of August 13, 1948, Decree no. 197;

27. Decision of the Council of Ministers no. 1126 of July 22, 1948, Official Gazette, no. 171, of
July 27, 1948;

28. National Institute of Statistics, Private, industrial, commercial and transport enterprises,
Bucharest, 1947;

The Official Gazette of Romania, Part |, Laws, Decrees, Friday, June 6, 1945, Year CXIll, no.
128;

29. The losses of the Romanian economy following the ceding of territories. General discounts.
Territories, population, wealth, Ministry of Coordination - Economic Staff, Central Institute of
Statistics, 1940;

30. Encyclopedia of Romania, Il, Bucharest, 1938;
31. Encyclopedia of Romania - Wallachia, vol. I, 1938;
32. The plenary meeting of the C.C. of P.M.R, Free Romania, Year VIIl, No. 1937, Bucharest;

33. The exposition of the situation of R&mnicu Sarat county in 1924, Typografia "Poporul",
Ramnicu Sarat, 1924,

1.3 Oral history sources

1. Interview with Mr. Radu Gheorghe (R.G.), first secretary of the Ramnicu Sarat Town
Committee (1976-1987), conducted in 2023;

2. Interview with Mrs. Rache loana (R. I.), President of the Town Council of the Ramnicu Sarat
Trade Unions (1986-1989), conducted in 2023;

3. Interview with Mr. Draghici Neculai (D.N.), foreman of the R&mnicu Sarat Cast Iron Foundry
(1980-1989), conducted in 2023;

4. Interview with Mr. Torcarescu Mihai (T. M.), foreman of the Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory
(1962-1998), released in 2023;

5. Interview with Mrs. Torcarescu Constantina (T. C.), dressmaker at the Ramnicu Sarat Textile
Factory (1967-1970) and machinist at the Ramnicu Sarat Cigarette Factory (1970-2000),
conducted in 2023;

6. Interview with Mr. Nedelcu Mihai (N.M.), technical quality control at the Ramnicu Sarat
Assembly Organ Enterprise (1977-1998), carried out in 2023;

7. Interview with Mr. Corneliu V. Oprescu (C.V.0.), chief engineer of the Ramnicu Sarat Used
Mineral Oil Regeneration Factory (1981-1989), carried out in 2018;

8. Interview with Mrs. Vilceanu Frosa (V. F.), the wife of chief engineer Vilceanu lon from the
Ramnicu Sarat Used Mineral Oil Regeneration Plant during the period 1968-1990), carried out
in 2023;



9. Interview with Mrs. Popescu Alexandrina (P. A.), the wife of the director Constantin Popescu
from the Ramnicu Sarat Used Mineral Oil Regeneration Factory during the period 1968-1989,
conducted in 2018;

1.3 Periodicals
1. Spark of Youth, Year LVIII, no. 14 547, May 27, 1989;
2. Spark of Youth, Year XLVIII, no. 12571, November 3, 1989

3. Free Romania, Socialist property, fundamental value, sure guarantee of progress and well-
being, Year XLVII, no. 13896, July 12, 1989;

4. Spark of Youth, year XIV series Il no. 12 177, July 27, 1988;
5. Free Romania, December 26, 1988;

6. Spark of Youth, August 1, 1986;

7. Santeia, Year L, no. 12082, June 27, 1981;

8. Tribuna Sibiului, September 23, 1986, Year 38, no. 9065;

9. Flacara lasiului, Organ of the lasi County Committee of the P.C.R. and of the County People's
Council, author unknown, Year 42, no. 12424, September 23, 1986;

10. Museums and Monuments Review, 1985, Year 22, no. 8;
11. Energetica, 1985, Year XXXIIl, no. 1-12;

12. Faclia, Organ of the Cluj Regional Committee of the P.C.R. and of the Regional People's
Council, Year XXIlI, no. 6384, May 13, 1967;

13. Buildings-emblem of socialism, "Magazin" magazine, no. 20, Saturday 19 May 1984;
14. Romania's youth wants peace, Spark of Youth, November 1983, Year XXXIX, no. 10707;

15. Free Romania, Daily of the National Council of the Front of Democracy and Socialist Unity,
Year XL, No. 11868, December 27, 1982;

16. The modern definition of the city, free Romania, Daily of the National Council of the Front of
Democracy and Socialist Unity, Year XL, No. 11868, December 27, 1982;

17. Free Romania, Daily of the National Council of the Front of Democracy and Socialist Unity,
Year XL, No. 11868, December 27, 1982;

18. Architecture, Magazine of the Union of Architects from the R.S.R. and of the State
Committee for Construction, Architecture and Systematization, Year XXV, No. 114, 1968;

19. Architecture, Magazine of the Union of Architects from the R.S.R. and of the State
Committee for Construction, Architecture and Systematization, Year XXVI, No. 4 (173), 1978;

20. The visit of party and state leaders to the Ploiesti Region, free Romania, Organ of Popular
Councils from the Socialist Republic of Romania, Year XXV, No. 7019, May 13, 1967;



21. The modern definition of the city, free Romania, Daily of the National Council of the Front of
Democracy and Socialist Unity, Year XL, No. 11868, December 27, 1982;

22. Visit of party and state leaders to Ploiesti Region, free Romania, no. 7019, May 13, 1967;

23. The Red Flag, Organ of the District Committee of the Romanian Labor Party and the
Ramnicu Sarat District People's Council, no. 627, December 30, 1958;

24. The Red Flag, Organ of the P.M.R. District Committee. and of the R. Sarat District People's
Council, No. 621, November 15, 1958;

25. The Red Flag, Organ of the P.M.R. District Committee. and of the R. Sarat District People's
Council, No. 620, November 7, 1958;

26. The Red Flag, Organ of the P.M.R. District Committee. and of the R. Sarat District People's
Council, No. 624, December 6, 1958;

27. The Red Flag, Organ of the P.M.R. District Committee. and of the R. Sarat District People's
Council, No. 625, December 13, 1958;

28. The Red Flag, Organ of the P.M.R. District Committee. and of the R. Sarat District People's
Council, No. 626, December 20, 1958;

29. The Red Flag, Organ of the P.M.R. District Committee. and of the R. Sarat District People's
Council, No. 475, January 28, 1956;

30. The Red Flag, Organ of the P.M.R. District Committee. and of the R. Sarat District People's
Council, No. 474, January 21, 1956;

31. The Red Flag, Organ of the P.M.R. District Committee. and of the R. Sarat District People's
Council, No. 473, January 14, 1956;

32. Communiqué, Free Romania, Year X, No. 2526, November 14, 1952
33. Call of Buzaului, no. 180, June 27, 1948;

34. Scanteia, Organ of the Central Committee of the P.C.R., Bucharest, series lll, year XVI, no.
347, October 8, 1945;

35. Spark, Year XXX, No. 4940, September 16, 1960;

36. The spark of youth, Year XLIV, No. 9959, 30 August 1974;
37. Universe, Year 60, No. 113, April 25, 1943;

38. Gazeta Libera, X, no. 170, March 6, 1942;

39. Education Gazette, Year XV, no. 746, March 13, 1964;
40. Morning, Year XVIII, No. 5 366, August 21, 1921;

41. Baboian Maria, Ciobanescu Florin, 1965-1982, 17 years since the 9th Congress of the
P.C.R.. Fruitful years, achievements, the most fertile years in the history of the country,
Scanteia, no. 24 401, Wednesday, July 7, 1982;



42. Bacanu Petre Mihai, 3R — recovery of used oils, Magazin, weekly magazine edited by the
Socialist Unity and Democracy Front, Year XXVIII, No. 31 (1451), August 3, 1985;

43. Baran Tudor State of the young women of a city, Spark of Youth, Year XXXV, No. 9364, July
3, 1979;

44. Barbers Lucian, Greater production, better products, conversation with tov. Gheorghe Milu,
President of the Buzau County Trade Union Council, Work, Year XXVI, no. 7004, May 24, 1970;

45. Bazu Mihai, Time solves everything... but tomorrow may be too late, Spark, Year XLIII, no.
9809, March 14, 1974;

46. Bazu Mihai, Ramnicu Sarat, five times more children in nurseries and kindergartens,
Scanteia, Year XLV, No. 10395, January 23, 1976;

47. Bunea Mircea, The flourishing destiny of new cities, Scanteia, no. 13 314, of June 13, 1985;

48. Brighidau Magda, An important resource that must be brought back into the economic
circuit. Again about the recovery of used mineral oils, in free Romania, no. 12391 — 4.1X.1984;

49. Caroli¢a Vasile, Innovation, quality, progress, Spark, Organ of the Central Committee of the
Romanian Communist Party, Year LIl, No. 12449, September 2, 1982;

50. Constantinescu D., Story about screws, Flacara, Year XXXV, No. 46 (1639), November 14,
1986;

51. Chiper Stelian, 45 economic units from Buzau county, Scanteia, fulfilled the 8-month plan,
no. 12 129, of August 21, 1981;

52. Chiurtu Viorel, At the Ramnicu Sarat Brake and Seal Company - the permanent character of
the modernization action, Free Romania, Year XLVI No. 13728, December 26, 1988;

53. Constantinescu, Dumitru, RAmnicu Sarat. About ambition simply, in Flacara, year XXXV- no.
45, November 7, 1986;

54. Dedu Viorica, Ad-hoc Opinions, Work, Year XXVI, no. 6991, May 9, 1970;

55. Doras Mihail, News from Ramnicu Sarat. Showcase with trophies, Work, Year XXIX, No. 8
050, 11 October 1973;

56. Dumitru lon Dinca, High responsibility and communist commitment, Youth Spark, Organ of
the Central Committee of the Communist Youth Union, Year XLIV, Series Il, No. 12002, January
5, 1988;

57. Idem, More, cheaper, better, Spark of Youth, Year XLIV, Series I, No. 12 177, July 27, 1988;

58. Idem, Tribune of the UTC secretary - interview with Mariana Moise, secretary of the UTC
Committee. from |.G.F.E Ramnicu Sarat, Santeia Tineretului, Year XLIII, Series Il, no. 11 719,
February 5, 1987;

59. Idem, In order to comply with the commissioning deadline, an intense, responsible activity is
needed, Spark of Youth, Year XLIlI, no. 11891, August 26, 1987,



60. Idem, Priority objective: continuous increase of labor productivity, in Santeia Tineretului,
Year 42, no. 11560, August 1, 1986;

61. Idem, A new destiny of the country - of its people. R&mnicu Sarat — generous trajectories,
Spark of Youth, Year XXXVII, no. 10 024, August 18, 1981;

62. Idem, At I.G.F.E. R&mnicu Sarat the assimilation of new products decides the rhythmic
realization, for each assortment, of the physical plan, Spark of Youth, January 21, 1984, Year
XL, Series I, no. 10776;

63. [dem, Productive practice - subject and object of cooperation between U.T.C. organizations.
from enterprises and those from school units, Spark of Youth, October 1978, Year XXXIV, no.
915;

64. Idem, I.G.F.E. R&mnicu Sarat — the passion of records, Youth Spark, Year XXX, Series Il,
no. 7752, April 27, 1974;

65. Dobrescu Paul, Chiper Stelian, Steps of our becoming, Spark, Year LIl, no. 12 449,
September 2, 1982;

66. Doicescu Octav, About reconstruction, Simetria Magazine, VI, 1945;

67. Dumitru Eliade, The race of development is won by looking forward, not backward, Flacara,
Year XXVIII;

68. Florian Nicolae, The working visit of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu together with Comrade
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18, 1970;
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