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SUMMARY

Our research endeavor proposes an integrative approach of the writings of Al. O.
Teodoreanu, including and emphasizing the different types of discourse of the writer, a
fundamentally nonconformist author, who set himself in a border zone of official
literature with (para)literature and which, precisely for that reason, should enjoy
systematic re-readings, which restore, re-evaluate and reformulate value judgments both
honest and aligned with the new levels of the specialized reception that postmodernism
has already used. Having great notoriety in his era, although from a different perspective
than his younger brother, lonel Teodoreanu, author of numerous bestsellers, he has also
entered into a cone of shadow. Al. O. Teodoreanu - Pastorel, one of the most important
intellectual of our interwar period, illustrates, according to Caragiale, the profile of the
frondeur® writer, uncompromising in relation to society and its forces and ahead of his
time by cultivating certain types of discourse considered but some people on the

periphery of the literary field — epigram, gastronomic literature, parody.

Pastorel Teodoreanu, proving himself extremely rigorous, attentive to the
smallest details of a text that was to be sent for publication - which is why many of his
writings remained in the manuscript, being published posthumously, firmly assumes such
an ethics of literature as few writers have done. It is an indisputable dignity in everything
Pastorel does, a self-consistency of the man and the writer, a principle and a morality
preserved even after the episode of the trial filed by the political power installed after
1945, with all its consequences. The joviality, the bent towards humor, the moderate
satire, the pamphlet shades, the irony in all its forms, all these have been constantly
preserved as unmistakable marks of his stylistic imprint, to give superior aesthetic
meaning to both the world in which he had lived and formed as an intellectual, as well
as, after its entry into agony, to the new world, difficult to understand and especially to

accept.

Within this framework, our approach is one of recovery of a writer who should
be resettled in the gallery of our authors of great topicality and depth, in an image that
was desired - from the perspective of his work - monographic and - from the perspective
of literary criticism - compensatory in relation to the aesthetic value that can honestly be
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returned to readers today. At the same time, we took into account the marginal status of
Pastorel's discursive options, in relation to the official literature of his era and of our
days, neither the epigram, nor the gastronomic literature, the pamphlet or the publicity
being able to enjoy a unanimous point of view regarding their status as indisputably

literary species.

In this context, our research endeavor pursued a theoretical-methodological
researchin order to clarify the term paraliterature?, itself conceptually unsettled and
permanently negotiable, depending on the literary criteria that each era assumed, defining
always creative deviations, which pushed forward the movement of literary forms,
making possible their renewal, as well as the purification of the literary field of forms
perceived as ancient and irrelevant in relation to a horizon of expectation that is also on
the way to renewal. This first step was followed by a synthesis of the ups and downs of
Al's biographical existence, at the stages of self-development and especially regarding
his complicated relationship with history in all its forms. A chronological perspective on
his writings, in early and posthumous editions, was thought to provide literary history

aspectswhich were useful during our entire researchendeavor.

The synthesis regarding the pre- and post-December directions of reception of the
writings of Al. O. Teodoreanu was added to this perspective precisely to highlight the
relatively small number of critical voices explicitly and systematically interested in this
work. Value judgments, such as they are, have full authority and have entitled us to
proceed in the direction of our choice with enough courage, also assuming the
reservations formulated, over time, by other critical voices, regarding his writingsor the
literary relevance of some border species, such as those for which Al. O. Teodoreanu
opted.

The last part of our research, and the most consistent, focused on the writings of
Pastorel, which we considered representative of each type of discourse, using, each time,
the appropriate tools. Taking this into consideration, the working methodology was
limited to the monographic treatment of the theme of our doctoral thesis and associated
issues, the operating tools of literary history, the interpretation of the text - sometimes

with hermeneutic openings allowed by the complexity of the writing, the identification

Paraliterature comprises written works dismissed as not literary. It includes commercial fiction, popular
fiction, pulp fiction, comic books and, most notably, genre fiction with works of science fiction, fantasy,
mystery and others.



of thematic structures - formal particularizing epigrams, lyric poetry, parody, journalism,
pamphlet and gastronomic literature. Each time we have assumed the selection of the
texts that we considered representative, the point of view from which we looked at,
interpreted and placed them in the entirety of Pastorel's writings, as well as the certainty
that our opinion is not singular, that it can be - and it is desirable to be - amplified,

detailed, completed or even corrected.

The first chapter of our thesis is entitled Theoretical-methodological
considerations on paraliterature and is organized into four sequences dedicated to
Paraliterature - short history of the semantic development of the concept, current
acceptances and reconsiderations, Epigrams - semantic - stylistic structures and
exemplifications, Pamphlet - semantic - stylistic structures and sui generis aspects of his

literature and Gastronomic Literature — the forms of a malgré-soi®literature.

We have synthesized, in direct relation to the needs of our analysis, applied to the
representative corpus of texts selected from the work of Al. O. Teodoreanu, and we have
correlated them in order to forge an ad hoc analysis tool, the structural and semantic
marks, the aim and the expected effects of these types of discourse, in the sense of a
necessary theoretical-methodological framework, but also likely to be adjusted /
completed in - a further research, which we are already proposing and which would take
into account a significant expansion of the corpus. In other words, having the possibility
of completing this brief theoretical-methodological excursus on paraliterature with other
and other studies, assuming the option for those that we synthesized as being compatible
with our research endeavour, we completed the elements aimed to the term paraliterature
with a series of elements that particularize three types of paraliterary discourse with great
applicability in relation to Al. O. Teodoreanu 's writings: the epigram, the pamphlet and
the gastronomic literature (the latter in its etymological sense, but also as a writing
which, having the same author as the one who could write the Valatuc Buffoon’s

Chronicle, denotes a refined syncretism of the two arts — literature and gastronomy).

The second chapter of our research, entitled Al. O. Teodoreanu - stages of the
spiritual formation of an elite intellectual, proposes a biographical excursus that we
consider necessary and useful, as it is thought to highlight the existence of such a special
writer - atypical of our literature, whose texts are perhaps closer to the reading taste of
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today's refined post(post)modern public, as well as to facilitate the interested reader a
retrospective exercise of (re)placing this demanding, refined and erudite creative spirit,
in the characteristics of a (creative) personality wholived during less favorable periods
of history. The purpose of this chapter is, therefore, in the context of the monographic
perspective that we propose, to bring back a synthesis of the important biographical data
of the complicated existence of Pastorel Teodoreanu, useful both in itself - as a
mandatory part of any approach of this nature and with special relevance in relation to
the fate of an intellectual forced to accommodate himself, including through a tragic and
traumatic experience, to an unfortunate change of political regime, as well as a
background, even partially explanatory, of a work fundamentally marked by
nonconformity and lucidity, of creative intelligence, playful spirit and never-ending
ironic verve, as well as the natural option for types of (para)literary discourse
programmed to contravene official literary forms, which we have tried to demonstrate,

the main characteristics of the creative personalityof Al. O. Teodoreanu.

The third chapter - Chronology of the work of Al. O. Teodoreanu. Literary
history aspects, previously published texts and posthumous editions, aims to bring
together essential information regarding the evolution of Al's writing. Al. O. Teodoreanu
in relation both to its own, intrinsic dynamics, (relatively) motivated by intimate
biography, as well as to the changes that occur at the level of history, which, from a given
moment on, dramatically press on the (para)literary forms of the texts from the volumes
published especially after 1945. The diachronic of the public appearance of Pastorel's
writings, the dynamics of (para)literary forms and its motivations represent, in our thesis
approach, not a sterile inventory of information found in dictionaries, literary histories
or volumes with adequate critical perspective, but a complete picture of all types of
(para)literary discourse practiced by Al. and a preview - if we are allowed the term - of
the chapter dedicated to the actual analysis of the corpus, which will focus on some
sequences we consider representative to the entire category of texts from one volume or

another.

The chapter dedicated to the critical reception of the work of Al. O. Teodoreanu
- The critical reception of the writings of Al. O. Teodoreanu, respectively Directions
of pre-December critical reception and Post-December critical re-readings, restitutions
and reconsiderations, starts from the premise that, although he is not perceived, during

his creative activity, as a writer with "canonical” potential, nor afterwards, unfortunately,
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things do not change radically from this point of view, Al. O. Teodoreanu holds the
attention of some important names of our literary criticism both for the type of
personality that nurtures a writing almost entirely contrary to the norms of official
literature, with the criteria of literariness accepted even for the different formulas of the
literary avant-garde (because in order to couter one or another type of literary discourse,
you have to assume it, even if by refusal), as well as for the points of its maximum

aesthetic altitude, such as the Valatuc Buffoon’s Chronicle.

The interpretations proposed by Aurel Sasu, Tudor Vianu or Serban Cioculescu
focus on the parodic writing of Valatuc Buffoon’s Chronicle, for whom this masterful
text, unique in our literature, is the keystone of the great humorist's creation. His

publishing activity, very sustained, is not ignored, nor is his lyrical creation.

Dumitru lon Suchianu insists on the human quality, not just the creative one, and
on the complicated network of invisible threads that connect them to each other, but also
separate Al. O. Teodoreanu and Pastorel. Another author that puts emphasis on those
aspects is the renowned literary historian Mircea Handoca, the one who, until now, we
can say has focused most seriously on the work of Al. O. Teodoreanu, the two volumes
of the monography dedicated to this writer trying to create a more complete picture of
the man, the writer or the bon viveur Pastorel. In the last few years, a series of articles
have appeared that invite us to a broad debate on the status of so-called marginal writers,
but especially a careful re-reading and re-evaluation of Al O. Teodoreanu’s work,
complex and applied approaches to his texts written by Rodica Abrudan Pandele, Daniela
Petrosel, Diana Blaga, Pavel Tugui, Ion Marcos, Constantin Dram, Virgiliu Ene, Horia

Badescu, Bogdan Cretu etc.

The excursus of critical reception proposed in this chapter of our thesis represents
an essential and mandatory component of such an approach, as it provides an overview
that was intended to be synthetic and integrative in relation to what can be called the
current state of knowledge, respectively the way in which Pastorel's writings have been
received until now, tasted with delight, assimilated with some reservations to the
aesthetic space of literature proper or integrated into critical perspectives with a certain
renewing intention regarding certain reception issues that perpetuated until now. Among
all these, the strongest perception is the one that places Pastorel in an inferior section of
our literature. The diachronic perspective aimed to highlight a dynamic of the reception
of Pastorel's work over time, the changes of perspective that appeared both between
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critics from different generations and eras, as well as due to some changes in the socio-
political and cultural context that allowed the restitution of the (almost) complete corpus
of his writings, as well as their current analysis, with appropriate tools and against the
background of the canonical and theoretical-methodological liberalization brought by
postmodernism. This is because many of Pastorel's writings - perhaps the majority of
them- still need many arguments in order to include them firmly in the literary space,

beyond any paraliterary label.

The fifth chapter, entitled The Work of Al. O. Teodoreanu — types of discourse,
elements of literature and strategies for the construction of textual meanings, divided
into types of discourse, respectively Hypotheses of poetic discourse, Literary Prose,
”ValatucBuffoon’s Chronicle”, Short Stories, Epigrams, Publicism, Gastronomic
literature starts from the premise that, for Al. O. Teodoreanu, there is what Mircea A.
Diaconu would call a visible "ethics of literature”, for an experienced eye, beyond the
apparent ease of (para)literary writings or the narrative and stylistic arabesques of literary
prose. That is a responsibility of the act of creation that consists in assuming its medium
and long-term effects - hence, certainly, the reluctance of the writer to publish his texts,
an awareness of the impact of the written word on the lecturers and above all an act of
moral probity mandatory for an intellectual anytime and anywhere. The fact that
particularizes, however, the ethical dimension of Péstorel's creation is the diversity and
versatility of his writing, which complements the honesty of the practice of literature as
an art with a playful, effervescent dimension - ironic, humorous and often with satirical
accents, modeled through the joking air and through a special joviality. Intransigence
goes hand in hand with the critical spirit that transforms into an object of the frondeur
discourse, literary formulas, a personality of the era, a literary friend or just a party

partner, or even the elements of an ideology - and all these — forms of excess.

The approach in the subchapter dedicated to his poetry focused on the need to
correlate a synthetic presentation of Pastorel's lyrical verse writings with the
identification and analysis of the diversity of lyricism marks as the writer chooses to
assume them, through a specific rhetoric. The affective-emotional coloration of the texts
in the Notebook volume, as well as the overlap of elements of pastiche or parody
sometimes, barely felt, reveals, on the one hand, a new dimension of Pastorel's work,

more strongly affective, capable of building delicate moods, and on the other hand, to



prove a special consistency in remaining attached to the critical - ironic structures

intrinsic to the author's creative style, illustrated by the aspects of parody and pastiche.

The sub-chapter dedicated to the Valatuc Buffoon’s Chronicle, by far Pastorel's
most complex and successful writing, represents not only the confirmation of his talented
writer's vocation, his refined and conquering ability to rewrite/recycle parodically and to
use with aplomb and casualness of highly effective ante-postmodern procedures, but also
an inventory of metatextual strategies among the most modern, some recycled, such as
placing in the abyss, or rebutting the discourse through the narrative artifice of the found
manuscript, the stratagem of (pseudo)explanations in the footnotes , and others of an
obvious novelty, for the era, such as metalepsy. Pastorel's narrative inventiveness is
equaled only by his stylistic creativity, and both compete with the best postmodern

writing we have.

The sub-chapter dedicated to Pastorel's short stories aims to present a complete
picture of his narrative writings, even by taking into consideration some sequences
clearly inferior to the Chronicle..., but which can illustrate the versatility and wide
availability of this writer's pen, can also bring to the fore novel forms of his pamphlet
discourse - with the observation that one cannot speak, with firm arguments, in the case
of Al. O. Teodoreanu, of the pamphlet as an autonomous (para)literary species, easily
identifiable in distinct texts, perhaps with the exception of those in the Incense and
poison* volume - whose elements can be recovered, for example, from epigrams (Stanzas
with May mugwort....)°> Some of these small texts reveal the writer's consistency in using
the mechanism of a final technique of the epigram type, others are similar to the
Caragialian writing, others cultivate the anecdotal as a source of irresistible humor,
supported by already ennobled comic methods by the same Caragiale®, and all of those
mentioned previously, form an entirety whose internal coherence is thus demonstrated.

So does the belonging to the space of literature caught in actu.

As an epigramist, Al. O. Teodoreanu embraces casually the borderline literary
writing, where he excels with talent, logical-semantic skill and humor. His option for this
type of speech, loved by intelligent people, with a fine spirit, but pushed to the edge of

the literary territory and, more than once, labeled as paraliterary, or marked by

40wn translation of "Tamaie si otrava”
5 Own translation of ”Strofe cu pelin de mai”
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superficiality and, in any case, lacking the distinction necessary for an authentic act of
creation, reveals the protest attitude against any limitation or prejudice regarding
creation. A form of kind sanctioning of some moral, behavioral deviations, etc., the
epigram represents the way in which the author takesattitude, in his own way, towards
the world in which he lived, he judges it from the point of view of literary ethics that we
mentioned, and he positions himself himself, as a practitioner of a writing in opposition

to the official literature, in the position of a frondeur’.

The aim of this subchapter - dedicated to epigrams - correlates with a
demonstration regarding the emerging literature of Pastorel Teodoreanu's epigrams,
before and after 1944. In addition to the theoretical-methodological support established
in the first chapter of our approach, respectively the sequence dedicated to the
clarification of the structure and meanings of the epigram, we aimed to highlight the
elements that allow the epigrams analyzed by us, as well as those not addressed here, to
be placed in a literary sector, perhaps borderline, in relation to the current criteria of
literature, but with certainty aesthetically valuable. Although the epigrams are uneven,
they cover a good part of Al's writing and outline, in their inimitable way, a special image
of the world in which the writer lived, of literature, of his literary colleagues or friends,
as well as of himself. They also show how authentic literature can be made according to

an apparently simple algorithm, with refined tools but with little material to work with.

Pastorel's publicism was to be presented, in this sub-chapter, synthetically and
selectively, through articles representative of this type of writing whose
characteristicremain unchanged in relation to the overall specificity of Al's texts.
Focused on the same themes that delight the devourers of savory - gastronomic literature,
as in the other writings, the articles and chronicles can be included, strictly speaking, in
the negotiable section of paraliterature, the author being the same, and the marks of
publicist discourse as non-existent, reveal here the emerging literature. Where Pastorel
leans over the criteria of the aesthetic validation of some works of art, with excellent
good taste and with his known erudition, the articles become exercises in admiration - or
in sanctioning the non-value - whose (para)literature resides, as it happens with critical

discourse, for example, as a result of the talent of the same author.

"Borrowed from French frondeur — political rebel
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The aim of the subchapter dedicated to the gastronomic literature of Al. O.
Teodoreanu resides, on the one hand, in the synthesis of some texts that we considered
relevant in relation to Pastorel's writing on the gastronomic theme, and whose
particularities are likely to be found in the vast majority of his writing on this theme ,
and on the other hand, in identifying the marks of a (para)literature whose purpose was
perhaps not necessarily to illustrate a specific type of literary discourse, but to
experience, in a non-specific space, more difficult to access and much more seldom
selected by men of letters, producing an aesthetic effect by Pastorel himself. Keeping
some discursive formulas already used by the writer, and already associated by the
readers with the literary effect, increases their chances that, associated with the
gastronomic theme, they will be (re)considered as literature. Moreover, the striking
features of the creative spirit are fully felt here as well, which increases the chances of
an assumed aesthetic relocation, by a firm critical voice of the components of the

gastronomic literature signed by Pastorel Teodoreanu.

In fact, the main purpose of our entire research endeavor is to re-initiate a
relocation and a critical reconsideration of Al. O. Teodoreanu’s writings, starting from
the conviction - demonstrated by us chapter by chapter- that the current perspective on
literature not only allows, but even invites to critical re-readings aimed at honestly and
openly revaluing the writings of one of the most intelligent and skilled Romanian writers

of the interwar period and beyond.
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